
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
AT STOKES

AND SUPPORT FROM HOME



Goals for this First Friday

Parents will be able to:

★ Identify key elements of our Target Language (TL) Acquisition 
Program.

★ Have a clear understanding of how immersion happens in the 
school.

★ Identify supporting roles of Stokes staff.
★ Take away some ideas/strategies to support students at home.



Identify Key elements of our Target Language Acquisition Program

❖ Immersion
1. MAINTAIN                                                2.  BUILD
● Language of Instruction                         *   Meaningful Context and Purpose 
● Language of Interaction                         *   IB UOI a great opportunity
● Comprehensible input                            *   Grammar happens naturally
● Appropriate scaffolding                          *  Errors are part of the Acquisition

                                               3. HELP
                                               *  Social Acts (Instructional/Classroom)
                                               *  Safe and Supportive Learning Environment                     
                                               *  Lowering the Affective Filter
                                               *  Make students fall in love with the language



❖ Progression Path

❏ Landmarks for the acquisition of language (what 
students can do and where they need to be to show 
growth)

❏ Years of learning the TL  
❏ Importance of immersion



Have a clear understanding of how immersion 
happens in the school

❏ Interaction/social acts 
❏ Multiple and varied opportunities for students to interact with native 

speakers for a purpose
❏ Learn from others by actively using the listening domain
❏ Content areas and programs (peace of mind, UOI, restorative 

circle) as vehicles to teach the language
❏ Activities that include all domains of the language



Identify Supporting Roles of Stokes Staff 

❏ TL Teacher
❏ Director of Language Acquisition
❏ Language Interventionist
❏ Parents (family)



Take away some ideas/strategies to support 
students at home
❏ Ask your child to teach you what she/he learned in TL
❏ Repeat what she/he says and use it (greetings, colors, numbers, 

questions, phrases, sentences, etc.)
❏ Use office hours to ask clarifying questions
❏ Use videos, movies, songs to extend the immersion process
❏ Label objects and places in your house to reinforce vocabulary
❏ Celebrate anything your child says in the TL (even single words)
❏ Practice “how do you say” in the target language 
❏ Sing the songs your child learns 
❏ Encourage your child to learn and love learning the TL



Take away some ideas/strategies to support 
students at home
❏ Learn Spanish or French: With Mango Languages you can access audio tutorials to practice 

reading, listening and speaking in Spanish or French.
❏ Good Reads: Find books, eBooks and audiobooks for children, teens and adults that you can 

check out with your library card.
❏ Good Films: Enjoy feature length films, documentaries and television series online with 

goDigital. 
❏ Good Music: Sing and dance to Freegal’s LatinX Mixtape and contemporary world music. 
❏ Research Tools: Your library has a wealth of online resources that can help enrich your 

understanding of Hispanic Heritage Month and even your own personal history. It all can be 
found in our databases.

❏ Job Seeker Tools: With Learning Express you can find adult education and career resources 
in Spanish.



Thank you so much for all your support!

THANK YOU, GRACIAS, MERCI!


