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Thank you, Mr. Alston! 

Greetings Stokes School Community, 

 

 Several of Stokes School’s faculty and staff have been with us for many 

years, however there are some familiar faces who have remained constant 

throughout the years. One of those faces is that of Mr. Clarence Bell-Alston, 

who has been with Stokes School for two decades. Many know him as the kind, 

yet firm force behind the All About Kids and Families Afterschool Program, but 

he has been that and much more for our community. He isn’t leaving us, but 

will be spending more of his time running the behind-the-scenes processes of 

the All About Kids and Families Afterschool Program. He leaves much of the day

-to-day management of the program in the capable hands of Jasmine Campbell 

(East End), Eric Vance, and Tokunbo Adedeinde (Brookland).  

 

 Mr. Alston started working with Stokes School as a tutor for some of the 

earliest Stokes scholars and soon stepped in to fill the role as Stokes School’s 

second After School coordinator. After 21 years, he still performs his role with 

fidelity and commitment to every scholar. Described as a major contributor to 

the Stokes School community, everyone agrees, Mr. Alston is the same person  

today that he was all of those years ago.  He carries within himself a standard 

of greatness, attention to detail, integrity, compassion, reliability, and respect. 

You can always count on him.  

   



 It is telling of Mr. Alston’s focus on running a quality program that he will 

quickly correct you if you say “after care.” No, he runs an afterschool program. 

Executive Director, Erika Bryant, recalls a memory from 15 years ago, “He had a 

group of kindergarten scholars in afterschool who had not yet mastered the art 

of tying their shoes.  He worked with those students over the course of a week 

and by the end of the week each child knew how to tie his or her shoe.  It was a 

clear demonstration to me of Mr. Alston's love for the work and his  

students.  He does not approach his work as a job but as a calling.  He's  

completely invested in the kids and works to make sure they have all of the 

skills they need to advance to the next stage in life.” 

 

 

 Some members of the Stokes School community have left messages for 

Mr. Alston: 

 

“Clarence Bell-Alston, you probably saved my life. You allowed me to feel  

comfortable leaving our scholars in your care. Without you or someone exactly 

like you, I probably would have never left school before 7:00 pm. I have enjoyed 

working with you and will miss your daily presence at school. The good news is 

that you are leaving the program in good hands—hands that you have  

prepared. 

-Linda Moore 

 

Thank you, Mr. Alston! 



“Dear Mr. Alston - it has been an honor and a pleasure to work with you for  
almost two decades. You have positively impacted the lives of so many of the  
young people who have worked with you - both the students enrolled in the  
After-school program and those who have worked as After-school assistants.  
You're an excellent mentor and role model.  Thank you for all of the hard work 
and love that you've poured into building an amazing After-school program. We 
will miss your presence on campus on a day-to-day basis, but you know that 
you will always be part of the Stokes School family.” 
 
      -Erika Bryant 
 
“I’m so happy that you are taking the time for yourself. I want you to know how  
much I admire your character and your teachings. Thank you for your  
dedication to the community, thank you for setting up high standards for an  
incredible, well-run program that many schools wish they had. I look forward to  
hearing about your new adventures!” 
       

-Fresia Cortes 
 
“Thank you for making my job easier.” 
   
      -Bill Moczydlowski 
 

Thank you, Mr. Alston, for all you have done and continue to do for Elsie  

Whitlow Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School. 

Thank you, Mr. Alston! 



IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Return to School    January 6  

 

Joyful Market     January 7 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day   January 20 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Open House     January 25 

(Saturday at 10am) 

 

First Friday      February 7 



Drop Off 

Pick Up 

 The gate to the Blaine Street parking lot is opened from 7:30am-

9:00am for drop-off. For safety reasons, we ask that parents drive East from 

55th Street on Blaine Street NE, turn right into the gate, right at the bottom 

of the hill, right into and around the north parking loop, left towards the 

school building and drop their scholar off onto the sidewalk on the school 

side of the driveway between the hoop house and the Stokes School rear 

door. Please, do not park in the parking lot or the driveway; school staff will 

escort your child into the building. When exiting the gate, please turn right to 

continue East on Blaine Street NE towards 57th Street NE. The East Capitol 

Street Door, located under the Stokes School awning, is available from 

7:30am until 6:00pm (unless otherwise noted). To use this door please park 

 Scholars are to be picked up by parents in their classrooms, unless stay-

ing for After School. To pick up your scholar, please park on either 55th St., 

Blaine St., or 57th Pl. and walk to the East Capitol St. entrance door. Scholars 

will not be released from After School until a parent or authorized pick up ar-

rives and signs them out. Scholars typical day ends at 3:00 PM for Pre-K and 

3:30 PM for Kindergarten, with After School running from 3-6:00PM. Fridays 

end at 1:00PM and After School will run from 1- 6:00PM.  



GET INVOLVED 

 Box Tops goes digital. For a limited time, to celebrate the 

launch of the new Box Tops for Education app, you can 

double box tops! Scan your receipts on the apps and give 

your box tops to Stokes School for 2x points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are seeking parent volunteers for our Joyful Markets 

happening the first Thursday of every month. If interested 

in donating your time, please sign up at https://

tinyurl.com/JoyfulMarket2019-20 or email                         

TylerP@ewstokes.org for more information. 

https://tinyurl.com/JoyfulMarket2019-20
https://tinyurl.com/JoyfulMarket2019-20


GET INVOLVED 

 Join the Stokes PTA by going to StokesEastEndPTA.org. 

Keep abreast of what the PTA is up to by checking the 

listserv for PTA related messages and looking out for PTA 

informative flyers posted around the school. 

 

 Shopping? Use smile.amazon.com and select Elsie Whitlow 

Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter school as your 

charity of choice. 

 

 Interested in being on the parent panel for Open House 

and sharing your experience at Stokes School with          

prospective parents? Please email TylerP@ewstokes.org or                                  

KarimE@ewstokes.org for more information.  

 

 We are always seeking parent volunteers for scholars’ 

lunch periods. If interested in donating your time, email  

TylerP@ewstokes.org for more information. 

http://stokeseastendpta.org/


RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

    Minestrone Soup 

 

 

 

 

 1 cup uncooked pasta 

 2 tablespoons  extra-virgin  

olive oil  

 3 cups diced onion  

 1 tablespoon chopped garlic 

 1 cup diced carrots 

 1 diced celery 

 1 tablespoon dry Italian  

seasoning 

 3/4 teaspoon  of salt 

 6 cups vegetable broth 

 1 small zucchini (diced) 

 128 oz whole peeled tomatoes 

 114 oz canned red kidney beans 

 1/4 cup fresh basil (chopped) 

 Grated parmesan (for serving) 



RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

1. Cook pasta separately  to avoid overcooking 

 

2. In a large soup pot, coat the bottom of the pan in olive oil and 

cook down the onions and garlic until caramelized over medium 

heat. Add carrots, celery, and herbs, allowing time for moisture to 

be released by the carrots and flavors of the herbs to bloom.  

 

3. Add your favorite vegetable broth to the to the pot and immedi-

ately add the zucchini. Bring pot to a boil. 

 

4. Crush tomatoes into the soup, making sure to add the sauce from 

the can as well. 

 

5. Finish by stirring the beans and the pasta into the soup just long 

enough to heat everything through, then remove from heat.  

 

6. Stir in basil just before serving. 

 

7.  (OPTIONAL) At serving, top your soup with grated parmesan 

cheese and extra virgin olive oil 

 

 

 

January Menus  

http://www.ewstokes.org/menus

