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Dear Stokes School Community,  
 
Earlier today Mayor Bowser, the Deputy Mayor for Education, and the State Superintendent of Education 
held a press conference to present the results of last school year’s Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) exam for students throughout Washington, DC.  As a 
reminder, PARCC is an interactive, computer-based test that is aligned with the Common Core State 
Standards. This test measures performance in reading, writing, and mathematics for students in grades 3 – 
8 and in high school.	   Compared to previous standardized exams, the PARCC exam measures more 
complex, real world skills such as critical thinking, writing and problem solving.   

PARCC results are reported on a 5 point scale: a score of 1 indicates that a student is not yet meeting 
expectations; a score of 2 indicates that a student is partially meeting expectations; a score of 3 indicates 

that a student is approaching expectations; and a score of 4 or 5 indicates that a student is meeting or exceeding expectations. 	  
 
This is the second year that students in DC have taken the PARCC exam and we have good news to report!  In school years 14-15 and 
15-16, Stokes scholars performed better than the statewide average in both Math and English Language Arts (ELA).  Our scholars’ 
performance in ELA in school year 15-16 was especially impressive.  In school year 14-15, 38% of our scholars scored 4+ and 73% 
scored 3+ on the ELA portion of the exam.  In school year 15-16, 45% of our scholars scored 4+ and 75% scored 3+ on the ELA 
portion of the exam.  This is a statistically significant increase that we attribute to the school-wide implementation of our reading and 
writing curriculum, as well as robust literacy coaching and reading interventions before, during and after school.  Additionally, 67% of 
our English Language Learners (ELL) scored 3+ and 44% scored at 4+.  This is also significantly higher than ELL students in other DC 
schools.   
 
Although our scholars performed higher than the state average on the math portion of the PARCC exam, there was not as much 
growth as there was in ELA.  In school year 14-15,	  30% of our scholars performed at 4+ and 65% of scholars performed at 3+.  In 
school year 15-16, 28% of our students scored 4+ and 67% 3+. We are working to put supports in place for our math curriculum similar 
to those we have implemented for our ELA program.  We expect that these measures will yield improved math scores for our scholars 
on the 16-17 PARCC exam. 
 
It is important to remember that standardized test scores show only one dimension of student learning.  In order to have a 
comprehensive picture of student performance, we must combine PARCC exam results with other measures such as teacher 
observations and in-class work. 
 
All of the PARCC results for individual students will be made available to parents and families in approximately two weeks.   
Additionally, during our First Friday parent meeting on October 7th, there will be a presentation of school-wide achievement data. We 
will review not only PARCC exam results, but also the various other measures used to assess student performance, including the 
NWEA exam (an interim test used to assess scholars in grades K-5), CLASS (a tool that measures interactions between pre-k teachers 
and students), STAMP (an exam that measures target language proficiency), as well as results from an Insight assessment of our 
instructional culture.  If families are not able to attend this presentation, we will make the presentation materials available on our 
school’s website. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, comments or concerns about any of these matters please feel free to contact me. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Erika Bryant 
Executive Director 
erikab@ewstokes.org  
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