
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Stokes School Community,  
 
The safety and security of scholars and staff in our school community is a top priority.  We work on a continuous basis 
to ensure that during the regular school day, in afterschool, during evening activities, or at weekend events, our school 
building and grounds are not only warm and welcoming places for scholars to learn and grow but also places where 
we all feel safe from harm.      
 
Although we have a measure of control over what happens within the school walls, we have very limited control of 
what happens outside of our school.  Outside threats to our safety can come in many forms - natural disasters, 
violence in the community, environmental hazards, etc. Below are some of the measures we have in place to mitigate 
risks inside our school and to respond to threats from outside of the building.  
 
 

How do we work to keep our school community safe? 

• All staff and volunteers undergo criminal background checks. 

• All visitors must sign in at the receptionist desk and receive a visitor’s badge before accessing the building. 

• All staff, including our afterschool employees, receive training in first aid and CPR. 

• We monitor entrance doors as well as security cameras that are located throughout the interior and exterior of the building.  

• We conduct periodic security audits. 

• We conduct practice drills on a regular basis so that in the event of an emergency, students and staff know what to do. 

• We have the ability to rapidly broadcast important information to the entire school community through our Send Word Now notification 
system. 

• We maintain emergency food, water and supplies in case we find it necessary to shelter in place for extended periods of time. 

• We maintain an approved emergency plan, registered with the DC Emergency and Safety Alliance, which provides first responders with 
specific information about our school including building maps, evacuation locations, names of school administrators and contact 
information.  

 
What will Stokes School do in case of an emergency? 
Our plan in case of an emergency depends on the situation and the specifics of the incident.  Our emergency preparedness plan consists of a 
number of possible actions including:  

• Emergency School Closing - This takes place when school administrators determine that students are safer at home than at school.  Most 
often school closings occur when there is a weather emergency or loss of utilities in the building. 

• Lockdown – The school is locked down when there is an event inside or outside of the building that could cause harm to students and staff.  
During a lockdown all exterior doors are locked and no one is permitted to enter or exit the building.  

• Shelter in Place – This takes place when there is an event taking place outside of the school and administrators determine that it is safest 
to keep students and staff inside until the external event has passed.  Possible reasons to shelter in place include the release of hazardous 
chemicals, weather events and events in the community from which children should be protected.   

• Evacuation – This occurs when it is unsafe for students and staff to remain inside of the building.  Students and staff may remain on school 
grounds until the building is safe to re-enter or be relocated to a safe place off of school grounds.   
 

How can parents help prepare for an emergency? 

• Be sure that all of the contact information (including emergency contact information) that you provide the school is current and correct.  

• Inform the school of any medical conditions that your child may have or medications that he or she may be taking. If your child needs to 
take medication during the school day, be sure to provide the necessary medication, supplies and medication authorization paperwork 
from his or her doctor.  

• Make sure that your child knows the names, addresses and phone numbers of his or her parents or guardians. 

• Talk to your children about the importance of remaining calm and following instructions in case of an emergency. 
 
During our First Friday parent meeting in December we will discuss school safety and emergency preparedness.  An expert School Safety 
Consultant who has worked with us for the last two school years will conduct the session. If you are interested in this topic and would like to learn 
more about it, please plan to attend the session on December 1, at 8:30 AM in the school’s library. If you have questions in the interim, please feel 
free to contact me or any member of our school’s leadership team. We would be happy to discuss your questions, ideas or concerns. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Erika Bryant 
Executive Directo 

October 2017 
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