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Dear Stokes Families: 

 
 The Thanksgiving holiday is a time when many Americans become introspective and 
reflect on the various things for which we are grateful. Generally, when I think about the 
Thanksgiving season and my gratitude on a personal level, I am most thankful for family 
and friends, good health, and a roof over my head. I am also extremely thankful to be a 
part of the Stokes School community. As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I’d like to 
share with you the top 5 things that I am most grateful for at Stokes School.  
  

 Acceptance and Tolerance: At a time when parts of our country have proven to be less accepting and 

tolerant of the diverse make up of the United States, I am extremely grateful to be a part of a 

community that consists of an incredibly diverse group of people from different countries, cultures and 

belief systems. We are a community of people who are accepting, tolerant and respectful of “self, 

others and our community.” We understand that we are part of a global community and that we have 

the right to express beliefs or opinions - in our language of choice - without fear of reprisal or 

retribution. 

  

 Intellectual Curiosity: Our scholars are naturally curious about everything. They are constantly asking 

questions and seeking answers. This may test adults’ patience but it helps our children grow 

intellectually, socially and emotionally. Part of our job as educators and parents is to encourage our 

children to continue to question as they grow and to help instill within them a desire to be lifelong 

learners. I am grateful to be a part of a community of people who understand the importance of 

intellectual curiosity and investing our time and energy into learning more about and understanding 

the world around us.  

  

 Family Orientation: Although we are a school, we function as a family. We’ve created strong 

relationships between staff, parents and students. These are the relationships that will serve as the 

foundation for our scholars’ healthy development as they grow. And these are the bonds that have 

helped and will continue to help to sustain us all through good times and bad. I am grateful to come to 

work every day in a place where I know that I am surrounded by family.  

 

 Wellness Orientation: Our school motto, “I will take care of myself, I will take care of others and I will 

take care of my community” is all about wellness. Every day we focus on our physical well-being 

through healthy eating and exercise. We consider the well-being of others when we are thoughtful and 

considerate of those around us, and we promote the well-being of our local and global community 

through initiatives like the Stokes School Gardens, our recent energy efficient renovations and the 

installation of solar panels on our roof. I am thankful to be a part of a community that prioritizes 

wellness.  

 

 Stokes School Scholars: We have the most brilliant, beautiful and caring children that I have ever had 

the pleasure of knowing. I am so grateful to be able interact with them on a daily basis, play with them 

in the courtyard, join them in the classroom for story time, share some of my experiences with them, 

and get to know and learn from them.  
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Life is good. Happy Thanksgiving! 
  
 
 

Erika Bryant 
Executive Director 


